Favor de llamar al
444-5238 si tiene
alguna duda sobre el
sistema de colección de
basura en Omaha.

Recycling, Garbage and Yardwaste Information for the Citizens of Omaha, Nebraska
Public Works Department
Robert G. Stubbe, P.E., Director Environmental Quality Division

What’s waste got to do with it?
I
or watch the
news, youʼve heard a lot lately
about “climate change.” The
climate change to which these reports
are referring is the warming of Earthʼs
atmosphere caused by “greenhouse
gases” that are absorbing and holding
more heat.

degrees in the Earthʼs average
temperature may lead to more
frequent and intense storms, flooding
of low-lying areas, changes in regional
weather patterns, and an increase in
infectious diseases carried by pests
such as mosquitoes.
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and composting
balmy 57 degrees
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Fahrenheit. Clearly, we need some
steps that will reduce the production
greenhouse gases. But as with so
of greenhouse gases. Hereʼs how:
many things in life, there can be too
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much of a good thing.
already been produced and
Since the beginning of the Industrial
Revolution, human activities̶from
deforestation to the burning of fossil
fuels̶have increased the production
of greenhouse gases, leading to a 1
degree Fahrenheit increase in the
Earthʼs average surface temperature in
just 100 years. A rise of even a few

shipped, and recycling all save
energy. When we use less energy,
we burn fewer fossil fuels and emit
less carbon dioxide, a greenhouse
gas, into our environment.
× Reusing and recycling paper
products allows more trees to
remain standing. Standing trees

absorb carbon dioxide, a
process called “carbon
sequestration.” Carbon
dioxide being held by trees
isnʼt being released into the
atmosphere.

× Composting yard trimmings
and garden waste releases
fewer greenhouse gases,
specifically methane, than
sending the same materials
to the landfill.
× Plant a tree, often referred
to as the lungs of the planet.
To help measure the effects of
waste reduction and recycling,
the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency
commissioned the study, “Solid
Waste Management and
Greenhouse Gases: A Life-Cycle
Assessment of Emissions and
Sinks” (posted at www.epa.gov/
climatechange/wycd/waste/
SWMGHGreport.html). The study
evaluated 16 types of waste materials,
including common household
containers, papers, and yard
trimmings. The results? Waste
prevention (using less and reusing
more of what we already have)

Recycling Drop-off Sites

R

ECYCLING DROP- OFF SITES hold a
special place in Omahaʼs solid
waste program. Drop-off sites
are often the only way for small
businesses and those living in
apartments to recycle. These sites are
also the only place locally to recycle
glass.

The City is grateful for the local
companies that volunteer to host a
drop-off site. They do this without
receiving any compensation for
providing the necessary space. Dropoff sites offer a service that
compliments the businessʼ regular
services. The city hopes you will
patronize these businesses and thank
them for their service to the
community.
Use the drop-off sites to recycle
glass and the occasional extra bunch
of recyclables is easy. Here are the
drop-off sites that serve the city:
North West:

Scrap Central Inc.

8518 Blondo Street
Open: Monday‒Friday: 9AM‒5PM
Saturday: 9AM‒3PM

Scrap Central is a full service metals
recycler. They pay market rates for
aluminum cans, scrap aluminum,
copper, and brass. Spin the bonus
wheel for your best price on aluminum
cans. For a fee, they will also take
your unwanted appliances.
South East:

River City Recycling

6404 South 60TH Street
(Between Harrison & “Q” Streets)
Open: Monday‒Friday: 8AM‒4:30PM
Saturday: 8AM‒NOON (Winter)
Monday‒Saturday: 8AM‒4:30PM
(Spring, Summer, Fall)
Besides being Omahaʼs bulky
disposal location, River City Recycling
is a disposal location for construction
debris and other hard to get rid of
material. River City Recycling sells
mulch and ¨ for landscaping.
North East:

CARE Recycling

4420 Izard Street
Open: Monday‒Friday: 7AM‒7PM

generally provides the greatest climate
benefits and contributes the least to
negative climate change. Recycling
and composting are the next best
approaches.
To learn more, visit
www.epa.gov/climatechange.
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offshoot of the Eastern Nebraska
Community Office of Retardation and
Developmental Disabilities. They
provide job skill training and a
paycheck for the clients they serve.
They sort and recycle paper collected
from local businesses and they offer
document destruction for a fee.
South West:

Firstar Fiber

10330 “I” Street
Open: Monday‒Friday: 7AM‒7PM
Use the East driveway to Firstar.
Turn off “I” Street, then turn left into
the fenced parking area on your left
before you reach the guard shack.
Firstar Fiber is the Cityʼs recycling
processor and provides recycling
services for businesses of all types and
sizes. Firstar Fiber also operates a respooling operation that produces
washroom paper products, and is a
primary supplier to the federal
government.
Œ

CARE, whose full name is Central
Area Recycling Exchange, is an

Wasteline is using and developing a new mailing list and we need your help. Please e-mail wasteline@ci.omaha.ne.us if you received Wasteline by mail but
donʼt receive Omaha solid waste services. If you know of an address that we missed, please e-mail us that information too.

WASTELINE
Omaha Public Works
Environmental Quality Division
5600 S. 10th St.
Omaha, NE 68107-3501

Œ

Collection Missed?
Call 444-5238 after 7PM
on your collection day.

Quotes
Requoted

Because of state and federal laws, there are limits to the types of waste you may
include in your garbage. Each household is limited to 5 properly prepared trash
cans or clear bags of garbage per week.

Yes!

My mind is conditioned to believe
that if I canʼt have it right now̶
right now!̶then Iʼm deprived.

ª

[But] is being able to have
something at a momentʼs notice real
progress?
Colin Beavan

ª

Author and “No Impact Man”

ª

Garbage Can Garbage Time

Call Deffenbaugh at 731-3333 and
ask for the Claims Office who will
work out the details of collecting
and disposing of your unwanted
garbage can. The regular collection

crews do
not
collect
garbage
cans for
disposal.
The
garbage
can must
be empty
when the
Claims
Office picks it up.

Œ

Set out by 6AM
There is no limit to the amount of properly prepared yardwaste that can be
collected. Place yardwaste within 5-feet of your curb and leave 2-feet of space
between Yardwaste and Garbage containers. Yardwaste collection season will
continue through the week of November 26 - 30, 2007.

Yes!

ª

No!

The aluminum industry
recycled 51.9 billion cans in
2006, 500,000 more than in
2005, giving the aluminum can
the highest recycling rate of any
beverage container at 51.6
percent, according to a study
released by Aluminum
Association and allied industry
organizations.

©
©
©
©
©

Rocks, dirt and concrete.

©

Bulky items (couches, chairs,
stoves, etc.).

©

Dark plastic bags that you canʼt
see through.

©

Motor oil and automotive
batteries.

©

Cardboard boxes (empty or full)
when not in a can or bag.

©

Items outside a can or clear bag.

Dead animals.
Any liquids.
Loose pet waste or cat litter.
Tires, engines or other large auto
parts.

The 51.9 billion cans equaled
1.52 billion pounds of scrap
aluminum, which is up from
2005, but a slight dip in the
percentage of cans collected,
with 51.6 percent in 2006
compared to 52.0 percent in
2005. Overall sales, however,
were up from 2006, with 100.6
billion cans shipped compared to
98.9 billion in 2005.
Œ

©

Plastic bags used in yardwaste
collection.

ª

Garden waste such as
fallen apples, rotted or
excess vegetables and
fruit.

©

Mixtures of yardwaste and
garbage.

©

No saw dust, lumber or treated
lumber/wood.

©
©
©

Litter, trash or garbage.

©
©
©

Cardboard boxes of yardwaste.

Branches over 2 inches in
diameter.

Water Festival for Kids and Adults

©
©

Branches over 4 feet long.

September 16, 2007, NOON ̶ 4PM

©
©

Rope of any kind.

Games «Entertainment «Prizes «Music «Canoeing

Unbundled brush.

www.worldowater.com

Trash cans up to 32
gallons and weighing
up to 45 pounds,
marked with a YW on
both sides.
Special yardwaste
paper bags weighing
up to 40 pounds.

Unlimited number of properly
prepared marked cans, paper
bags or brush bundles.
Bundles of branches and brush,
tied with string or twine. Bundles
may weigh up to 30 pounds.
Branches may be up to 2 inches in
diameter and 4 feet in length.

2-Inch Diameter
Pieces Max

Place within 5 feet of
curb, approved alley
or other approved
location.

A mixture of garbage and
yardwaste.

Grass clippings and
leaves.

ª

ª

Up to 5 containers of
garbage per week
(example 2 trash cans
and 3 bags).

©

ª

ª

ª

Clear plastic bags that
weigh up to 30
pounds when full.

Note: Garbage cans must
be removed from the curb
by 10AM the day after
collection.

Wor t h Not i n g

You may not do it not often, but
every once in a while a garbage can
will need to be thrown away. But
how? Because garbage cans come in
all shapes, sizes, and conditions and
to avoid misunderstandings,
Deffenbaugh follows strict
procedures for garbage can disposal.

ª

Trash cans up to 32
gallons that weigh up
to 45 pounds when
full.

No!

4 Feet Long Max.

Bulky Item Disposal
There are options for bulky items
not permitted through regular
collections. Omaha has a low cost,
co-pay system for disposal through a
local solid waste transfer station.

Call 444-5238 for
information.
Œ

Whole cans of dirt or sod.
Street sweeping sand, litter or
rocks.

Free!

Pet waste or kitty litter.

Plastic twine, nylon twine or wire
used to bundle brush or branches.

Papio-Missouri River NRDʼs Natural Resources Center
at Wehrspann Lake, 154th Street and Giles Road

Sponsored by:

Place Materials Out in Green Bin, Before 6AM.
All Clean Paper̶In a Paper Sack or Small
Cardboard Box
(Do not use plastic bags)

Containers̶Loose in the bin
(Not in plastic bags)

ª

ª

Aluminum cans & Steel (tin) cans, including̶
empty aerosol cans, empty and dry paint cans.
Please donʼt flatten aluminum cans.
Tip: Place the top of food cans inside can and
crimp closed.

ª

Plastic bottles marked PETE
, including:
Bottles that held pop, cooking oil, mouthwash,
shampoo or cleaners.

ª

Plastic bottles, tubs or snap top containers
marked HDPE
, including those that held
milk, juice, cleaners, or other food items.

©

NO! Donʼt recycle these plastic items, no
matter what: Frozen food trays, plastic cups,
toys, cookie trays, motor oil bottles, lawn
chemical bottles, or hazardous chemical
bottles

©

NO! Glass bottles or jars.
(Glass may be taken to drop-off sites or placed
in garbage)

©

NO! Lids of any kind. Remove and throw in
garbage.

Includes: Most all clean paper.
Things like:
Magazines

Greeting Cards

Newspaper

School Paper

Detergent Boxes

Phonebooks

Paperback
Books

Junkmail

Catalogues

Paper Egg
Cartons

Cereal Boxes

Wrapping Paper

ª

Lay sack or box either inside bin, on
top of bin, or next to your bin with
opening facing away from wind.

ª

Corrugated cardboard. Break down
flat and place under bin. For lots of
boxes, fold and stuff multiple boxes
into one box. Set out next to
recycling bin.

©

NO! Do not include: Any soiled paper
or these non-recyclable items:

Milk Cartons

Hardbound
Books

Styrofoam

Rubber Bands

Juice Boxes

Paper Plates

Tissue Paper

Plastic Bags

Pizza Boxes

All recyclable paper
may go into the same
paper sack or a small
cardboard box.

a

b

Make room in your
bin by flattening plastic
bottles.

Newspapers donʼt
need to be kept separate.

Collection Pointers
¹

Place all materials at your collection point
by 6AM.

¹

If your collection was missed, call 4445238 after 7PM on your collection day.

¹

Leave a couple feet of space between your
yardwaste, recyclables and garbage
containers.

¹

Keep your garbage dry̶use plastic bags
or trash cans with lids.

¹

One cap full of household ammonia per
garbage container will deter animals from
investigating and searching for food in
your garbage.

¹

Use clear trash bags.

¹

If your recycling bin becomes damaged or lost,
call 444-4500.

†

This Œ is part of the Œ public art project and created by Bart Vargas, written about on the back of this
issue of Wasteline. For more information visit
http://www.omahachamber.org/ososurprising/OArtWorks.aspx.

Recycling…It’s

†

So Easy!

Treasure from Trash

A

CROSS THE COUNTRY,

artists are
taking trash and turning it into
treasure. From New York City,
where Justin Gignac collects trash
from sidewalks and subways, to
California, where San Franciscoʼs Solid
Waste Transfer Station and Recycling
Center hosts Artists-in-Residence,
creative people are taking what we
discard and turning it into art.
Metalsmith Harriete Estel Berman,
who lives and works in San
Mateo, California, uses tin
packaging to create colorful
teacups. Berman writes of her
work: “Like recurring
conversations with
friends over cups of tea
or coffee, this work
reflects the consuming
conversation of our
consumer society.
The recycled tin
containers used to
construct this
work are diverted
from a destiny as
trash, revitalizing
the mundane into
the

extraordinary.” To see Bermanʼs
teacups and other art, visit
www.harriete-estel-berman.info.
San Francisco Recycling and
Disposal is home not just to a
waste transfer station and
recycling center, but also to an
art studio that hosts several
artists each year. Artists are
invited to work in residence at
the center, using found
materials as the raw
materials for their
art. Exhibits
have featured
trees made from
Styrofoam blocks;
sculptures made
from scrap metal,
wood, and even golf
clubs; old photographs
and old books used as the
canvas for mixed media
creations; and much more.
The Artist-in-Residence
program began in 1990.
For more information or to
see the work of artists who have
been part of this program, visit
www.sunsetscavenger.com/AIR.
Meanwhile, across the continent
in New York City, artist Justin Gignac
is picking up trash from the streets,
sidewalks, and subways, combing
Yankee Stadium, and haunting
conventions. After capturing theater

New York City pr
oduces
26 million poun
ds of trash
a day. Receipts,
coffee
cups, mittens, so
da cans,
ticket stubs.
And I collect it.

Photo courtesy of Justin Gignac
tickets, broken bottles, hand-written
notes, and more, he sorts the trash and
arranges it in clear plastic boxes,
documenting when the garbage was
“picked.” He has even created special
edition boxes to commemorate events
such as New Yearʼs Eve in Times
Square. For more information on

Justinʼs work, visit
www.nycgarbage.com.
These are just a few of the artists
creating treasures from trash.
Whether your taste in art tends toward
the fine or the functional, there is
probably an artist creating treasures
you would love from discarded
material.
Œ

Photo courtesy of Harriete Estel Berman

Music to a Garbage Man’s Ears

R

isnʼt limited to the visual.
Nathaniel Stookey, in San Francisco created
his own musical instruments that were used
in his symphony called “Junkestra.” Stookey did this
as part of Norcal Waste System Incʼs artist-inresidence program. The artist program has been
around since 1990 and is more well known for its
visual arts.
ECYCLED OR JUNK ART

found the artist-in-residence application when
looking on line trying to find out if he needed to
rinse out his yogurt container before recycling it.
Stookeyʼs work was performed in a Norcal
warehouse with the musicians wearing safety vests
and glasses. The audience was estimated at near
1,000. Recordings of the Junkestra may be heard at
http://www.sfrecycling.com/AIR/stookey.htm.
Œ

A composer who has worked with groups
such as the Philadelphia Orchestra, Stookey

Local Art Too!

N

OT TO BE OUT DONE, Omaha has itʼs
own artists creating art from
trash. Bellevue University
sponsored a Green Art exhibit and series
of forums in February with no less than
ten artists that created eco smart art.
The exhibitʼs mission was: To feature
artwork involving recycled materials
and/or primarily concerned with the
environmental impact of art production.

One of the ten artists was Bart Vargas
who has been exploring the artistic
potential and value of trash and abandoned
objects for over 10 years. Using repetition and
form, he builds structures and
environments that blur the identity of
these everyday materials.

Partially born out of necessity, Vargas began working with
discarded items because they were free and fit his student
budget. From bottle caps, to bottles, to masses of outdated
electronics Vargas has transformed them into playful,
thought provoking objects to which people react and
respond. “Iʼm not trying to make any big statements,” he
said. “Iʼm trying to get people to think about how much we
consume and where it goes.”
Vargas did a solo exhibition of his art titled “One Manʼs
Trash, at the BemisUNDERGROUND in January and
February, and is currently one of the artists of the Œ Art
Project.
Œ

